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Note: This working bibliography focuses on issues relating broadly to the implementation of the
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Convention and related legal instruments, and the safeguarding of
intangible heritage at international and national or local levels. It does not include studies of
traditional cultural expressions or practices that are not related with the implementation of the
UNESCO convention.

The bibliography was initiated by Harriet Deacon and Chiara Bortolotto, when they were asked to write
a paper about global trends in ICH research for the Researchers Forum meeting in Paris in 2012. One of
the issues identified in their paper besides the diversity of topics, and rapid increase in publications,
was the lack of a ‘conversation’ between the literature on ICH in different languages and regions. The

bibliography thus aims to be as multilingual as possible.

Many colleagues contributed references to the list, which was supplemented by Google Scholar
research in various languages. Chiara and Harriet developed broad criteria for the inclusion of papers.
The bibliography was then further developed in French and Spanish by Séverine Cachat and her team
from the French center for ICH (CFPCI-Maison des Cultures du Monde), which will continue work on
French publications and make the bibliography available on their website. Cristina Amescua from the
Centro Regional de Investigaciones Multidisciplinarias (Regional Center for Multidisciplinary Research)
- Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México (UNAM) provided additional Spanish references.

Please feel free to use the bibliography for your teaching or research. There will be omissions and
errors. If you have corrections or additions to make that fall into the aforementioned scope of this

bibliography, please email Séverine Cachat (severine.cachat (at) cfpci.fr).
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