
The role of NGOs  
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Working Group Research 



Working Group Research 
• Established	in	Windhoek,	2015	
• Mee6ngs	and	minisymposiums	during	the	ICH	mee6ngs	

• Jeju:	Symposium	focusing	on	iden6fying	and	inventorying	of	ICH	

• Mauri6us:	focusing	on	Par6cipatory	approaches	involving	
communi6es	



The role of NGOs in ICH research 

On	a	na6onal	and	regional	level	(thereby	implemen6ng	the	2003	
Conven6on)	
On	an	interna6onal	level	(this	is	related	to	and	serving	the	UNESCO	
2003	Conven6on	in	its	work:	Intergovernmental	CommiOee)	



Contributors 

• Albert	van	der	Zeijden	(Dutch	Centre	for	Intangible	Cultural	Heritage	-	
Coordinator	Working	Group	Research	of	the	ICH-NGO	Forum),		

• Valen6na	Lapiccirella	Zingari	(Ph.D.	Cultural	Anthropologist,	
Facilitator,	UNESCO	Conven6on	on	Safeguarding	of	the	Intangible	
Cultural	Heritage,	Simbdea	-	www.simbdea.it	-	UNESCO	ICH	
accredited	NGO)	and		

• Robert	Baron	(Folk	Arts	Program,	New	York	State	Council	on	the	Arts,	
New	York,	NY,	USA,	also	represen6ng	SIEF).	

• Laurier	Turgeon	(Titulaire	de	la	Chaire	de	recherche	du	Canada	en	
patrimoine	ethnologique;		Université	Laval,	Québec,	Canada),			



Role of NGOs fostering Research 
1.  Strengthening	community	involvement	in	research	
2.  Knowledge:	sharing	authority	among	scholars	and	community	researchers	and	enabling	

community	driven	research;	
3.  the	co-construc6on	of	new	knowledge	through	par6cipatory	and	interac6ve	approaches,	

mutual	construc6on	of	knowledge,	while	also	involving	both	local	and	academic	knowledge.	
4.  Inventorying:	working	on	par6cipatory	ICH	inventories	

5.  Safeguarding	methodologies:	working	on	par6cipatory	methodologies	involving	communi6es	

6.  Training	/	empowering	communi6es:	include	field	schools	and	workshops	for	training	in	
technical	use	of	documentary	equipment,	methods	of	interviewing	and	observa6on,	ethics,	
etc.,		

7.  plagorms	for	community	members	to	present	research	including	social	media,	the	internet,	
public	programs	(exhibi6ons,	performances	and	demonstra6ons)	and	ac6vi6es	in	schools;		

8.  youth	research	projects,	use	of	archives	as	a	s6mulus	to	research	about	current	ICH,	inclusion	
of	mul6ple	sectors	of	a	community	in	research	ac6vi6es.				



hOp://review.memoriamedia.net/	



Involving communities in ICH research in 
the Netherlands 
• Research	Agenda	
• Strengthening	communi6es	

• Par6cipatory	Approaches	



Research Agenda 

• Adressing	challenges	of	communi6es	
• Developing	safeguarding	methodologies	

• Adressing	larger	societal	issues	such	as	
-	Controversial	Heritage	
-	ICH	in	urban	contexts	
-	Involving	youngsters	
-	Tangible	and	intangible	
-	ICH	and	Tourism	

• Interna6onal	relevance	of	these	issues	



The	role	of	accredited	NGOs	in	the	implementa7on	of	UNESCO	2003		Conven7on	
13	COM.	25	November,	Mauri6us	

Accredited	NGOs	in	the	process	of	Inventorying		ICH	in	Italy.	
Networking,	capacity	building		workshop	and	par7cipatory	
research	

Valen6na	Lapiccirella	Zingari,	working	group	research	



BACKGROUND	
Some	key	moments	of	shared	reflec7ons	at	the	na7onal	and	interna7onal	level.	
A	changing	paradigm	of	heritage:	How	to	iden7fy	ICH	together	with	communi7es/		NGOs?		January	2013	in	
Milano	



Background:	a	European	and	Interna7onal	reflec7on.	Brussels,	November	2013	



ICH	NGO	Forum	as	an	opportunity	of	networking	between	NGOs	
AT	THE	NATIONAL	LEVEL	

The	mee7ng	between	3	accredited	NGOs,	ac7ve	as	na7onal	networks:		SIMBDEA.	museum	and	
heritage	anthropology	network	
UNPLI.	Na6onal	Union	of	“Pro-Loco”	
AGA/AEJEST.	Tradi6onal	Games	and	Sport	Associa6ons.	A	local	associa7on	
of	players/cultural	bearers,	becoming	a	na7onal	and	European	network	
Open	reflexion	on	what,	how,	with	whom	building	a	par6cipatory	iden6fica6on	and		research	process?	The	role	
of	NGOs	as	BRIDGES	



CASA COLOMBARE - AN ITALIAN ICH NGO at work! 

Auto-Documentation: giving value to an Associative research project. The  making of heritage and the 
communities in the process of awareness-raising. 

Looking	inside	the	NGOs	everyday	life:	
the	researcher’s	view	general	self-confidence	…	



RESEARCH, SAFEGUARDING AND VALORISATION  OF 
TRADITIONAL GAMES AND SPORT AS ICH 
A strong community-based vision 
A participatory approach to heritage 

■  800 LUDIC  
COMMUNITIES IN  ITALY 

■  DOCUMENTING AN  
UNKNOWN ITALY 

■  BRINGING TOGETHER  
COMMUNITIES OF  PRACTICE, 
AS  RESPONSIBLES OF  THE 
ITALIAN  LUDODIVERSITY 

Casalmaggiore 

TRENTINO 

VENETO 

LOMBARDIA 
PIEMONTE 

EMILIA ROMAGNA 

TOSCANA 

UMBRIA 

MARCHE 

LAZIO 
ABRUZZO 

MOLISE 

CAMPANIA 
PUGLIA 

CALABRIA 

BASILICATA 

SICILIA 

SARDEGNA 

VALLE  
D’AOSTA 

FRIULI 
VENEZIA  
GIULIA 

Macerata Campania28 

27 Castellino del Biferno 

29 Manfredonia 

30 
Irsina 

31 Fossato Jonico 

Monforte San Giorgio 
33 

Novara di Sicilia 
33 

34 Ollolai 

Cividale del Friuli 
2 

Meana di Susa 8    
Funes     4  San Martino in Passiria 

10  11 

Mattie 
12 Brescia 3 

Brissogne  Mede  7 

ALTO ADIGE 

6  Valeggio sul Mincio 

1 Trieste 
5 Casale sul Sile 

7  Verona 
16 Polinago 

17 Faenza 
20 Schieti 

21 Treia 

Nocera Umbra 
22 

24 
Soriano nel Cimino 

Arpino 25 

23 Montefalco 

26 Montorio al Vomano 

8 

LIGURIA 

15 
Monterosso al Mare 

18 
Fabbriche di Vallico 

19 
Santa Fiora 

13 
Farigliano 

14 
Rialto 



AGA	Iden7fying	ICH-TGS	and	the	network	of	“ludic		communi7es”	
before	the	interven7ons	of		Ins7tu7ons	and	researchers	



The Italian network of ludic communities: AGA/AEJEST and  the researchers 
(SIMBDEA) in dialogue with 

THE CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR ANTHROPOLOGY OF THE  MINISTRY OF 
CULTURE 

On the ground. The days of intangible: to share a  safeguarding project with 
communities and NGOs at the  national level 



•  NETWORKING. Informal and free spirit of exchange between the communities 
To strengthen the Italian and regional network of  ICH - ludic communities 

•  TRAINING ACTIVITIES IN A COMMMUNITY-BASED APPROACH.  EMPOWERMENT OF THE 
COMMUNITIES 

•  The project TOCATì, A SHARED HERITAGE AND THE “ days of  intangible” AROUND 
ITALY. Start-up November 2017. 

•  BASED ON COMMUNITIES NARRATIVES 



THE INVENTORYING ICH PROJECT WITH  
LOMBARDY REGION   

•  INVENTORING AND RESEARCHING ON TGS IN A COMMUNITY-BASED PERSPECTIVE,  WITH STRONG ATTENTION TO THE 
CONTEXT AND THE MEDIATION OF AGA (with full respect  of the community-network) 

CREATING A WORKING GROUP RESEARCH INTEGRATING MEMBERS OF THE  COMMUNITIES, IN THE 
SPIRIT OF THE ITALIAN NGO NETWORK 

PROCEEDING TO REINFORCE THE PROCESS GUIDED BY THE COMMUNITIES OF  PRACTICE (AGA) INVOLVING THE 
RESEARCHERS AND INSTITUTIONS, WITH FULL  RESPECT OF A COMMUNITY-BASED APPROACH, USING THE 
PARTICIPATORY WEB ICH 
PLATEFORM www.Intangiblesearch.eu 

•  CREATIVE APPROACH TO DOCUMENTATION. INVENTORYING AS SHARED PROJECT  OF DOCUMENTATION. THE 
SOCIAL MEANS OF INTANGIBLE HERITAGE 

• INTEGRATED APPROACH TO HERITAGE. ICH and urban spaces, ICH and sustainability…  INVENTORYING AS A SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL PROCESS FOR SAFEGUARDING, INVOLVING THE  POLICY-MAKERS. 

•  AWARENESS RAISING AND VISIBILITY AT THE NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL LEVEL 
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Collabora6ng,	Sharing	Authority,	Lenng	Go:	
Community	Research	Partnership	Challenges	

and	Opportuni6es		

• Robert	Baron	
• NGO	Forum	

• Mauri6us	

• November	25,	2018	



Dialogic Turns 

• Late	20th	Century,	fundamental	changes	in	how	scholars,	cultural	
organiza6ons	relate	to	communi6es	

• Move	from	top	down,	all-knowing	expert,	to	dialogic	approach	

• Mikhail	Bakh6n	–	Meaning	constructed	through	mul6ple	voices,	open	
and	ongoing	process,	recognize	bridges	and	divides	

• In	Anthropology,	Ethnology,	Folklore,	Oral	History,	Ethnomusicology,	
shared	authority	in	crea6ng	knowledge,	co-authorship	of	texts	

• Distribute	curatorial	authority	&	project	direc6on,	co-cura6on	



Varieties of Community Research 
Partnerships 

• While	many	research	partnerships	aim	towards	dialogism,	
with	authority	held	in	different	ways	by	scholars	or	curators	
and	community	members,	others	yield	authority	and	enable	
community	control.	



A Dialogic Museum 
• Museum	of	Chinese	in	America	founded	1980	as	dialogic	museum.		Professional	
staff	shares	authority	with	community	members	for	conceiving,	developing	and	
interpre6ng	exhibi6ons,	public	programs.	

• Historical	exper6se	and	local	knowledge	

• 		



Training for Documentation, Yielding 
Authority  

•  Aser	hurricanes	devastated	New	Orleans	area	folklorists	develop	“Surviving	Katrina	and	
Rita	in	Houston”	community	self-documenta6on	project	for	relocated	survivors.		

•  Par6cipants	taught	how	to	collect	narra6ves	about	experience	of	disaster	and	cultural	
recovery	and	interview	each	other.	While	folklorists	gave	technical	advice	about	
equipment	and	interviewing	techniques,	survivors	had	complete	responsibility	for	
interviewing	and	interpreta6on		

•  “Sovereignty	over	one’s	story”	the	“guiding	precept”,	“natural	narra6ves”	shaped	by	
speaker.		Narra6ve	truth,	osen	different	from	what	historian	seeks.	

•  Survivors		told	they	are	the	experts.		Projects	design,	objec6ves	framed	by	folklorists.	

•  “Solicitous	listening”	prac6ced,	in	contrast	to	oral	history	methodologies	senng	
narra6ve	agenda	through	directed	interviews	





Training Community Scholars 

• Field	schools	teach	community	members	to	use	documentary	
equipment,	fieldwork	ethics,	project	design,	grant	wri6ng	and	archival	
methods.		

• Kentucky	Arts	Council	community	scholar	program	par6cipants	apply	
training	to	public	programs	such	as	an	exhibi6on	on	funeral	tradi6ons	
and	the	Mountain	Mushroom	Fes6val	featuring	tradi6ons	associated	
with	Morel	mushrooms	



Kentucky Community Scholars Program 



















User Generated Content in a Wired 
World 
• Cultural	groups	now	document	their	own	tradi6ons	to	an	unprecedented	extent	
through	phone	cameras	and	inexpensive	cameras	and	video	equipment.		They	
use	mul6ple	plagorms	--	YouTube,	Instagram,	Facebook,	blogs,	etc.	

• City	Lore’s	Place	MaOers	Program	is	centered	on	content	created	for	its	web	site	
by	city	residents	documen6ng	places	of	local	historical	and	cultural	significance.			

• The	Place	MaOers	web	site	includes	a	tool	kit	instruc6ng	users	in	documenta6on	
prac6ces.	

• The	site	includes	both	user	generated	content	and	places	documented	and	
interpreted	by	City	Lore,	which	acknowledges	its	curatorial	authority	in	crea6ng	
content	and	shaping	the	overall	site.		

•  		







Issues and Opportunities 
• Community	cultural	self-determina6on	is	the	ideal.		A	human	right.	
• However,	authority	retained	to	varying	degrees	even	when	shared,	
asymmetries	of	authority.	

• Local	&	vernacular	knowledge	as	well	as	academic	exper6se	should	
be	valued	and	can	be	brought	together	when	appropriate.	

• Mul6ple	methods	of	training	need	to	be	developed,	including	using	
virtual	plagorms	for	learning	and	products.	

• Community	partners	can	also	research	impact	of	ICH	



COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH STRATEGIES IN THE USES OF ICH 

IN SITUATIONS OF NATURAL AND SOCAL CRISES	

Laurier	TURGEON	
Canada	Research	Chair	in	Intangible	Cultural	Heritage	

Laval	University,	Québec	City,	Canada	

ICH	NGO	Forum	Mee6ng,	Mauri6us,	25	November	2018		

Street	in	Les	Cayes,	Haï6,		
aser	hurricane	MaOhew,	2016	



TWO	CASE	STUDIES	OF	AREAS	SEVERELY	AFFECTED	BY	CLIMATE	CHANGE:		
CANADIAN	NORTH	AND	HAÎTI	

Collabora6ve	research	and	the	co-construc6on	of	knowledge	can	be	very	
effec6ve	means	for	helping	the	popula6ons	of	these	regions	in	adap6ng	to	

climate	change	



• Climate	change	has	become	a	direct	threat	to	intangible	
cultural	heritage	as	well	as	natural	and	built	heritage.		

• The	tendency	has	been	to	to	aOempt	to	safeguard	through	
inventorying,	awareness	raising	and	transmission	of		the	ICH	of	
these	popula6ons.		

•  I	believe	much	more	can	be	done	to	replace	this	rather	passive	
approach.	

•  ICH	can	itself	be	used	as	an	ac6ve	agent	of	adapta6on	to	
climate	change.			

• Tradi6onal	knowledge	of	nature	and	the	universe,	rites	and	
rituals,	oral	tradi6ons,	can	all	be	used	effec6vely	to	help	
communi6es	adapt	to	the	changing	environment	and	
contribute	to	their	revitaliza6on	aser	disaster.			



• Collabora6on	between	inuit	communi6es	and	scien6fic	
communi6es	can	help	track	down	new	migra6on	movements	
of	animals	and	find	new	sources	of	food.		



City of Jérémie two days after the hurricane Matthew in 2016 



Jérémie two days after Matthew 



Voudou ceremonies of reconciliation to rebuild social cohesion and a sense of belonging to place 



Jacmel Carnaval, Haïti, 2017 



Effec6ve	forms	of	collabora6on:	

-  Organiza6on	of	field	schools	with	the	communi6es	in	the	disaster	areas	
-  to	do	collabora6ve	projects	which	can	directly	and	immediately	benefit	communi6es	;	

-  Call	sent	to	communi7es	to	submit	projects	to	get	financial	aid	and	guidance;	

-  Experiment	together	new	forms	of	applied	knowledge	



Thank	you	!		



Laurier Turgeon  
(Université Laval, Québec, Canada) 


